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Dr. Denise Amy Baxter 
Associate Dean of Academic and Student Affairs 

Associate Professor of Art History 
Course meets Mondays, 2-4:50 in ART 219 

 
Office Hour: Mondays, 11-12, and by appointment in ART 107C 

(Office Suite of the Dean of the College of Visual Arts and Design) 
Email: denise.baxter@unt.edu – do not message within learn.unt.edu 

 
Course description: Introduction to research methodologies and practices of scholarship relevant to the study of a topic in 

art history. Delivered as a seminar consisting of assigned readings, class discussion, and oral and written 
presentations. 

 
The Texas Fashion Collection is part of the College of Visual Arts and Design at the University of 
North Texas. Housed at the Denton campus, this unique repository collects and documents historic 
dress and high fashion from the last two centuries through the present. The Texas Fashion Collection 
was created by a variety of notable groups and individuals whose vision and style continue to inspire 
students, researchers, and visitors. 

 
Course outcomes: Students successfully completing this course will demonstrate proficiency in: 

o employing the professional vocabulary of art and dress history. 
o historiographic analysis. 
o application of an appropriate theoretical model to formulate a research question. 
o application of an appropriate research method in the completion of a research project. 
o argument-based academic writing that supports claims with relevant data, is clearly articulated and 

appropriately cited. 
o public presentation and articulation of ideas in the classroom.  

 
Required course texts:  

o Ingrid Mida and Alexandra Kim, The Dress Detective: A Practical Guide to Object-Based Research in Fashion 
(London: Bloomsbury, 2015). 

o Alison Matthews David, Fashion Victims: The Dangers of Dress (London: Bloomsbury, 2015). 
o Other readings will be made available through learn.unt.edu and library reserves.  

 
Reference texts/  
Resources:  Reference texts: 

o Judith Clark, Amy De La Haye, and Jeffrey Horsley, Exhibiting Fashion: Before and After 1971 (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 2014).   

o Valerie Cumming, C. Willett Cunnington, and Phillis E. Cunnington, The Dictionary of Fashion History 
(Oxford and New York: Berg, 2010). GT730 .C86 2010 Willis Library – 3rd Floor. Library use only. 

o Peter McNeil, ed., Fashion: Critical and Primary Sources, 4 vols. (Oxford and New York: Berg, 2009). 
GT580 F374 2009 v. 1-4. Willis Library – 3rd Floor. Library use only. 



o Sally Queen and Vicki L. Berger, Clothing and Textile Collections in the United States: A CSA Guide 
(Lubbock: Texas Tech University Press, 2006).  

o Phyllis G. Tortora Robert S. Merkel, Fairchild's Dictionary of Textiles, 7th ed. (New York: Fairchild, 
1996). On course reserve. 

o Phyllis G. Tortora Sara B. Marcketti, Survey of Historic Costume, 6th ed. (New York: Fairchild, 2015).  
On course reserve. 

o Berg Fashion Library/Bloomsbury Fashion Central database 
 

Important critical journals: 
o Fashion Theory 
o Dress 
o Costume: Journal of the Costume Society 

 
Other important publications: 
o Vogue – and Vogue archive 
o Women’s Wear Daily – access to only 1 year’s worth of content 

 
Course requirements and student assessment: 

Assignment details will be disseminated under separate cover. 
Formal analysis checklist    2.5% 
Formal analysis      5% 
Book review      2.5% 
Exhibition review    5% 
Theory and method checklist   2.5% 
Literature review    7.5% 
Wall-label revision    2.5% 
Think piece on Fashion Victims   5% 
OLLI presentation    5% 
Final paper      57.5% 
Attendance and participation   5% 

 
 
Class attendance and participation:  Collaborative learning will be at the heart of this class. In order to collaborate, you must 

come to class prepared to think, to discuss, to offer and receive feedback. You may 
miss one class and one class only, for whatever reason. In missing class, however, you 
will not receive any credit for in-class activities and are still required to complete all 
required work due for that class by the stated deadlines. Any further absences will result 
in the lowering of your course grade by one letter grade. See UNT Policy 06.039. 

 
Late Policy:  Extensions for work may be granted in advance at the discretion of Dr. Baxter. Work 

that is late for which no pre-approved extension has been granted, will receive a grade 
of 0. 

 
ADA Accommodation Statement:  In accordance with university policies and state and federal regulations, the  

university is committed to full academic access for all qualified students, including those 
with disabilities. To this end, all academic units are willing to make reasonable and 
appropriate adjustments to the classroom environment and the teaching, testing, or 
learning methodologies in order to facilitate equality of educational access for persons 
with disabilities. See UNT Policy 04.015.  

 
Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA 
will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a 
private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request 
accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be 
provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note 
that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must 
meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional 



information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at 
http://disability.unt.edu. You may also contact them by phone at (940) 565-4323.  

 
Course Risk Factor:  According to University Policy, this course is classified as a category one course. 

Students enrolled in this course will not be exposed to any significant hazards and are 
not likely to suffer any bodily injury. Students will be informed of any potential health 
hazards or potential bodily injury connected with the use of any materials and/or 
processes and will be instructed how to proceed without danger to themselves or 
others. 

 
Financial Aid Satisfactory  
Academic Progress:  A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive 

financial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to 
successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered 
hours per term. Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes established based on the 
published length of the graduate program. If a student does not maintain the required 
standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility. 

 
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that 
the decision to do so may affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. Please 
visit http://financialaid.unt.edu/satisfactory-academic-progress-requirements for more information 
about financial aid Satisfactory Academic Progress. It may be wise for you to schedule a 
meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and 
Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course before doing so. 

 
Building Emergency Procedures:  In case of emergency (alarm will sound), please follow the building evacuation plans 

posted on each floor of your building and proceed to the nearest parking lot. In case of 
tornado (campus sirens will sound) or other weather related threat, please go to the 
nearest hallway or room on your floor without exterior windows and remain there until 
an all clear signal is sounded. Follow the instructions of your teachers and act 
accordingly. 

 
Center for Student Rights  
and Responsibilities:  Each University of North Texas student is entitled to certain rights associated with 

higher education institutions. See www.unt.edu/csrr for further information. Cases of 
academic dishonesty will be referred to University authorities. See UNT Policy 06.003. 

 
Acceptable Student Behavior:  Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other 

students’ opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in 
any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be 
directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of 
Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student 
Conduct. The university’s expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional 
forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field 
trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at 
http://deanofstudents.unt.edu.  

 
Please note that Dr. Baxter reserves the right to make modifications to this syllabus. 

 
  



Schedule of Classes 
 

Date In-Class Due: These items are due either before or at this class period 
28 August Introduction to the course 

 
Introduction to dress history as 
a thing 
 
Introduction to the Texas 
Fashion Collection  
 
Formal Analysis, part one 

Read: Lou Taylor, “Fashion and Dress History: Theoretical and 
Methodological Approaches” in The Handbook of Fashion Studies, Sandy 
Black, Amy de la Haye, Joanne Entwistle, Agnès Rocamora, Regina A. 
Root, and Helen Thomas, eds. (London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2013), 
23-43.  
 
Kimberly Chrisman-Campbell, “Confessions of a Costume Curator,” 
The Atlantic, August 18, 2017.  
 
Do: Garment sign-up sheet; book review sign-up sheet 

4 September Labor Day holiday, UNT closed 
11 September How to read a dress  Read: Introduction – Chapter 5 of Ingrid Mida and Alexandra Kim, 

The Dress Detective: A Practical Guide to Object-Based Research in Fashion 
(London: Bloomsbury, 2015), 10-81. Whenever there is required 
reading, bring a copy that you have/can annotate with you to class 
meetings. 
 
Bring: Laptop computer. If you do not have one, you can check one 
out in the CVAD computer lab. 
 
Do: Draft your formal analysis. 
 
Due: Formal analysis checklist 

18 September Theory and Method 
 

Read: Joanne Entwistle, “Theorizing Fashion and Dress” in The 
Fashioned Body: Fashion, Dress, and Modern Social Theory (Cambridge: Polity 
Press, 2000): 40-77.  
 
Yuniya Kawamura, “Theory and Practice” in Doing Research in Fashion 
and Dress: An Introduction to Qualitative Methods (Oxford: New York, 
2011), 17-29.  
 
Yuniya Kawamura, “Object-based Research” in Doing Research in 
Fashion and Dress: An Introduction to Qualitative Methods (Oxford: New 
York, 2011), 91-101.  
 
Joanne Entwistle, “Bruno Latour: Actor-Network-Theory and 
Fashion,” in Thinking through Fashion: A Guide to Key Theorists, eds. Agnès 
Rocamora and Anneke Smelik (London: I.B. Tauris, 2016), 269-284.  
 
Bring: Laptop computer 
 
Do: Start thinking about how you will approach your object in your 
research. 
 
Due: Formal analysis and brief presentations 

25 September Working in the TFC with 
Kristen E. Stewart, Nathalie L. 
Klaus Curator of Costume and 
Textiles at the Valentine 

Meet in TFC 
 
Review: Who is Kristen E. Stewart? What is the Valentine? What 
questions might you have for her? 
 
Due: Book review 

2 October Working in the TFC with 
Emma McClendon, Associate 
Curator of Costume at the 
Museum at FIT and Elizabeth 

Meet in TFC 
 
Review: Who are Emma McClendon and Elizabeth Way? What is 
FIT? What is the Museum at FIT? What questions might you have for 
them? 



Way, Assistant Curator at the 
Museum at FIT 

 
Due: Exhibition review 

9 October Library research day Meet in TFC 
 
Do: Publicly post revised book review 
 
Bring: Rough draft of literature review; laptop 
 
Due: Revised book review  
Theory and method checklist 

16 October Exhibiting Fashion: Audiences 
and Art Museum Education: 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Laura 
Evans 

Read: Andrea Severn Goins, “Thoughtful Words: Toward Critically 
Multicultural Language in Art Museum Interpretive Material, in 
Multiculturalism in Museums Today, Joni Boyd Acuff and Laura Evans, 
eds. (Lanhamn MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2014), 245-258. 
 
Olga Hubard, “Concepts as Context: Thematic Museum Education 
and its Influence on Meaning Making,” International Journal of Art and 
Design Education 33, no 1 (2014): 103-115. 
 
Lucy Trench, “Gallery Text at the V&A: A Ten Point Guide,” 2013. 
 
Pat Villeneuve and Alicia Viera, “Multiculturalism and the Supported 
Interpretation (SI) Model,” in Multiculturalism in Museums Today, Joni 
Boyd Acuff and Laura Evans, eds. (Lanhamn MD: Rowman & 
Littlefield, 2014), 81-94. 
 
Joyce Wang and Susan Yoon, “Scaffolding Visitors’ Learning through 
Labels,” Journal of Museum Education 38, no. 3 (October 2013): 320-332. 
 
Review: Who is Dr. Laura Evans? What is art museum education?  
 
Due: Literature review 

23 October Crafting argument Bring: Four proposed research questions; four proposed thesis 
statements; laptop. 
 
Due: Revised exhibition label 
OLLI presentation rough draft 

30 October Fashion Victims Read: Alison Matthews David, Fashion Victims: The Dangers of Dress 
(London: Bloomsbury, 2015). 
 
Due: Think piece on Fashion Victims 

6 November Paper and OLLI presentation 
conferences 

Meet in TFC 
 
Bring: Research paper progress report; laptop 
 
Due: OLLI presentation text 

13 November OLLI presentations  Meet in TFC 
 
Due: OLLI presentations 

20 November In-class work session Due: Revised literature review 
 
Bring: Research paper progress report; laptop 

27 November Peer review Bring: laptop  
 
Due: Rough draft 

4 December Paper conferences  
11 December The End! No required 

meeting.  
 

Due: Final paper due in advance of 3:30pm 



Student acknowledgement 
 
I acknowledge that I have read the course syllabus. I understand the course structure as well as the grading and attendance 
policies. I agree to the syllabus and its provisions. 
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